Notes from the Annual Parish Meeting, 15 April 2004

Extracts from the Chairman's Report

Affordable Housing has taken up a great deal of the Council's time over the past year.  Some potential sites have been rejected, others have been and are being investigated.  The Council are looking at the way forward, particularly in respect of the sites identified by NDDC.

There is some concern at the large number of planning applications to extend existing smaller properties, the effect being that they are put out of reach to many potential future local purchasers.  However, it was pointed out that extension was often the only option for those homeowners requiring more space, as a move to a larger property might be financially impracticable.

The Parish environment has been enhanced by the planting of the Jubilee trees.  It was considered important to continue enhancing the village as much as possible.

The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme was now being more effectively co-ordinated, and the Police Messaging Service was working well.

The proposed twinning with Kilskyre in Ireland has been abandoned because there was not enough interest to make it worthwhile.

Use of the recycling facilities continues to be encouraged and new opportunities for recycling would be considered.

The new interactive signs on the A399 have considerably reduced speeding on the main road, but speeding in the village continues to be a problem, particularly by the school.

It is important that parishioners report problems with ditches, drains, potholes in roads etc., so that the Parish Lengthsman can deal with them.

New noticeboards are being provided.

A new editor for the Newsletter is being sought.  It could be one person, or a small group.  It is estimated that about 12 hours work is required every 2 months.

Finance

During the year the major item of expenditure has been purchase of the land by the bridge.  The main source of income has been from the Parish Paths Partnership.

Projects

Barnstaple Hill has been surveyed for the creation of additional passing places but a date for the implementation of the work is awaited.

Options for the landscaping of the land by the bridge are being considered.

The renovation of the Pound, on the road up to High Bray, is now scheduled to start at the end of September, and to take 4-6 weeks.

It has been agreed to lease part of the school land to create a play area.  Documentation and costings are awaited.

Although the interactive speed signs have helped, the redesign of Shop Hill crossroads is still desirable.  There is general agreement that something should be done, and a plan was selected, but it was stated that if the plan was implemented and a fatality occurred the Council might be liable.

Under the Parish Paths Partnership, the path from Brayford up to High Bray Church has been improved.  In the coming year it was planned to carry out work on a bridge over the river near Lower Hall.  There was a general policy to replace stiles with kissing gates.

The next Annual Parish Meeting was scheduled for 21 April 2005.

(Attendance at the meeting:  The audience was outnumbered by the councillors!)

Notes from the Parish Council Meeting that followed:

In order to satisfy the requirements for public liability insurance, the Lawn Mower currently used for cutting the grass at the Millennium site would be purchased by the Council from the Gardening Club.

A new councillor was co-opted to fill the vacancy.

The newly purchased land by the bridge would be levelled and landscaped.  The Gardening Club would be asked to lift existing bulbs, and replant them afterwards.

Affordable Housing options were discussed and it was agreed that site owners and potential providers should be invited to present proposals at future meetings, starting with the one in June.

(The above notes represent the impressions gained by one member of the audience.  They are not endorsed by the Council.)

