DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER 2011 at 7.30 p.m. in BRAYFORD VILLAGE HALL.

PRESENT:
B. Symons (Chairman), N. Barrow, A. Boddington, M. Naden, G. Collier, T. George,

N. Barrow, J. Jeyes, District Cllr. R. Edgell.  In Attendance, Mrs. M. Hartnoll, Parish Clerk.

1. 
APOLOGIES were received from County Cllr. J. Yabsley and R. Dart.

2.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

P.C. Adrian Micaleff and P.C.S.O. Yorkie Rozputynski attended this part of the meeting, and reported six telephone calls to the Police over the past month, one of which reported a landslide from the hedge on to the A399, and another a fallen tree.

There have been a number of thefts at Chulmleigh and there was some discussion on local activities.   The Police patrol Brayford and other outlying villages on a regular basis.

The Chairman thanked them both for their vigilance and help and for their regular attendance at Parish Council meetings, which is much appreciated.

3.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES DATED THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2011.  Correction to (13) “The School” not “The Boomerangs” are holding a Christmas Tree Competition...  With this correction  noted, T. George proposed and G. Collier seconded that they are signed as correct.

4.
MATTERS ARISING:-

i)
Risk Assessment – Following a very satisfactory meeting with Mr. Mike Jones of N.D.D.C. Parks and Amenities Dept. on 23rd November, Cllrs. George and Naden have produced a list of Recommendations from Mr. Jones.  He agreed that an annual inspection at The Nook, The Millenium Garden and The Pound is satisfactory.  The list was carefully considered and it was thought that an informal working party could share out the tasks over the winter months.

ii)
Play Area – Mr. Jones agreed that our policy of one inspection a month is adequate plus informal checks weekly.  The pond should be filled in and grassed over by the end of January 2012.  The pruning of trees and shrubs could also be tackled during the winter.

iii)
Parish Councillor vacancies – no applicants to date. 

iv)
Snow Warden – Cllrs. Boddington and N. Barrow are bagging up the salt which must be used only when the grey bags and bins are empty, and only to be used on the highway.  It was agreed that a sack will be left with Mr. G. Dunford at High Bray, one with Clive Faulkner at Lane House, one with Cllr. George for Grasspark Hill, one with the Chairman at The Meadows for Little Bray.  Empty sacks must be returned to the Snow Warden in April.  Priority road clearing sites were decided at the November meeting.

v)
Affordable Housing – District Cllr. Edgell further explained the difficulties that have arisen with applications for affordable housing, and small groups of houses like Hobbs Row are less likely to be achieved.  However, after some discussion, it was agreed that in order to establish a need, we should invite Mr. Colin Savage, Housing Enabler at Dulverton to carry out a Survey.

5.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – P.C. Micallef and P.C.S.O. Yorkie carried out a speed check with Gemma Heal near Broomhill Villas, which indicated that local people do not speed up Little Bray Lane. Therefore, the difficulties arose when the A399 was closed and  this road was used considerably more.

6.
LENGTHSMAN – Mr. Richard Sables confirmed that, unfortunately, resources are very limited.  The Barnstaple Hill gulley will be cleared shortly, and there are blocked drains along all the country lanes.  The Chairman recommends, again, that parishioners are encouraged to help by clearing out drains and gulleys whenever they can

Mr.Sables gave the Snow Warden more salt bags.  In reply to Cllr. Naden’s query over whether a privately purchased salt bin would be filled by the Council, Mr. Sables confirmed that it would be adopted and filled as required.  One is needed at Fullaford Hill.
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Cllr. Collier remarked that the A399 does not meet planning requirements needed for a road used by a Quarry.

The Chairman expressed the appreciation of the Parish Council for the attendance of Mr. Sables at many of our Parish Council meetings.  His help and knowledge is invaluable.

7.
PROJECTS UPDATE

a)
High Bray Church Bells – Cllr. Jeyes produced the brochure, requested by Heritage Lottery Fund, in draft form.  It is being illustrated by Julian Tewkesbury.  Four copies will be printed finally and the brochure can then be downloaded on the website.  Taylors have completed the restoration work, and it is anticipated that the Project may have £2,000 in credit at the final count.  The Chairman once again expressed his appreciation at the efficient  management of this project, which has been so successful.

b)
Charles Village Green – it has been too wet to tackle many jobs here but Cllr. Boddington has trimmed the hedge.

8.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The 2 applications for anemometer masts for meteorological monitoring will now have been considered and a decision made.

Planning Appln. for Erection of stable and hay/straw storage building together with creation of hard standing and access track at Town Barton, Charles (Lamb Cottage).

9.
FINANCE

Nat.West. Statement dated 1.12.2011, Current Account £4,145.62.

Current Acct. No. 2, £14,833.83 and Reserve Acct., £23,351.27 dated 1st November 2011.

(Reserve Fund: £5,000; Play Area Reserve £3,510.31; P.P.P. Reserve: £416; Election £850).

Outgoings: Mrs. M. Hartnoll, salary of  Parish Clerk, £112.32.

B. Symons, refund for LED Lights for Parish Xmas tree, £71.98.

I.C.Woolacott, repair to steps/clearing undergrowth by school steps, £216 (P.P.P.).

S.L.C.C. annual membership, £61.

John Taylor, No. 2 Account, final payment for restoration of Church Bells, £9,941.64.

N. Barrow proposed and G. Collier seconded these payments.

10.
MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllr. Collier attended a Parish Paths Partnership meeting at Merton Village Hall.  There is some money in the Parish Paths budget.  Landowners can choose whether they require gates, kissing gates or stiles when replacements are needed on their land.

11.
UPDATE ON LOCAL MATTERS FROM DISTRICT CLLR. R. EDGELL

There has been considerable unrest following the unpopular proposal to phase out Parish Grants, and Parish Councillors will be invited to a meeting some time in the future to discuss this.  

12.
CORRESPONDENCE – Planning applications will be e-mailed to the Clerk from 1st April 2012.

13.
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD AT CHAIRMAN’s DISCRETION 

T.George and A. Boddington proposed  that the  Collection at Carols at The Nook should be for Air Ambulance and The Boomerangs.  This was agreed.  Children will be meeting on the bridge at 6.45 p.m. and form a procession to the Nook with lanterns.

The possibility of raising money for a defribillator as a future project for the village was raised.

It has been suggested nationally that at 8.30 a.m. on the morning of the Opening of the Olympics in 2012 all Church bells will be rung throughout the country.

14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING IS THURSDAY 19th JANUARY 2012


The Chairman wished everyone a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.

Meeting was closed at 9.45 p.m.  

