MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED HIGH BRAY BELLS RESTORATION PROJECT WITH PARISHIONERS, HELD IN BRAYFORD VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2010 AT 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: B.Symons (Chairman), Cllrs. N. Barrow, A. Boddington, G. Collier, B. Lowe, T.George, J. Jeyes, Mrs. M. Hartnoll (Parish Clerk).

APOLOGIES were received from Cllrs. J. Collier and M. Naden.

THE CHAIRMAN explained that a Parish Appraisal has not been undertaken since 1998 and projects listed at that time are almost complete.  This proposed project has been raised and received enthusiastically.  The Parish Council was anxious to hear local opinion on the subject. 

Cllr. Boddington updated everyone on research undertaken to date.  Two contractors have come to see the bells and submitted their reports and quotations. The bells, two of which are 15th century, have not been used for 16 years, which has damaged them.  Taylor’s of Loughborough is the cheaper of the two contractors, and this firm has, in fact, just repaired the church bells at Atherington.  The Vicar there is happy to share his knowledge and expertise.  The Rev. P. Attwood confirmed that Taylor’s of Loughborough is a first-class firm and approved in the Diocese.

The approximate cost would be £38,000.

In addition to repairing the bells, consideration could be given on whether or not to include (a) installing a mezzanine floor in the bell tower; (b) to replace the chimes; and (c) to consider flood-lighting the church.  

Mr. Jonathan Brownell feels that the project needs the full approval of the village and support of the Parish Council.  The funding could be raised from suitable bodies, in the form of grants/trusts, outside the village and, therefore, should not interfere with other events that take place in the village.

Cllr. Jeyes raised the question as to whether the project could be categorised as a charity, which could have a tax refund on donations.  The Vicar explained that the Church of England has charitable status, so High Bray Church would also have it; but being such a small church, it has no money for projects.        

Mrs. Brownell queried the time-scale.  Once the bell tower is cleaned and lit, Taylor’s would take the bells down and dismantling would take 4 days; the bells would be taken away to be repaired, 4 – 6 weeks, and approx. 8 working days to install them - about 2 months.  Cllr. Boddington suggested the project takes no more than 12 months.

The Vicar, Rev. P. Attwood, expressed his appreciation to the Parish Council for thinking of this project.  The Chairman explained that the Parish Council is strictly regulated by the Audit Commission, so it is important that there is good audit control. The Parish Council Ground Rules were explained.

The Parish Council has three accounts: 1) Current Account – working account; 2) Projects Account, at present being used for the Play Area and 3) Reserve Account for miscelleneous expenses.  The Play Area project is nearly complete and any monies left after the last Play Area bill has been paid will be transferred to Reserve Account.  The Projects Account will be empty in readiness for a further project.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council is not able to contribute to funds, but its role will be to steer the project, through a Committee, and push it along with fund-raising.  No precept money can be used.

(The Chairman explained that the money refunded following the recent court case re The Millenium Garden, will be given back to the parish and, therefore, next year’s precept will be reduced).

As there were no further questions from the public, and no objections raised, the Chairman invited Parish Councillors to vote.  It was unanimously agreed to support this project.

Cllr. Boddington will lead the project and those interested in forming the Committee were invited to do so after the meeting.

Everyone was reminded that,  at every Parish Council meeting, there is a Public Participation slot when anyone can express his views and ask questions.

The meeting was closed at 8.15 p.m.

